[Survival after surgical resection for stage IV non-small cell lung cancer].
We analyzed 20 patients with stage IV non-small cell lung cancer operated from 1988 to 2003. Fourteen out of 20 were cases with pulmonary metastasis (pm2). The prognosis of patients with pm2 was better than that of those with distant organ metastasis. In pm2 patients, the survival rate of cases without lymph node metastases was higher than those with lymph node metastases. It is suggested that in cases of pm2 without lymph node metastases, surgical operation is possibly effective treatment of choice.